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AMERICAN DIALECT SOCIETY. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs : — I hope to publish, before long, the 
results of several years' work in collecting 
material for a thorough treatment of the 
subject of American pronunciation. I have 
now enough data to establish the main out- 
lines of the existing local differences for the 
whole country, and for the North Atlantic 
section, I have been able to make a more 
detailed study. The final conclusions are 
deduced from the results of a thorough indi- 
vidual examination of a large number of repre- 
sentatives from different parts of the country, 
by listening to them in conversation and read- 
ing, putting them through sets of test-words, 
observing their tongue positions when they 
pronounced certain sounds, and, in a few 
cases, taking measurements by Grandgent's 
system. 

The scope of the work is indicated by the 
following brief table of contents. 

1 shall be thankful for any contributions to 
my material, especially for tracings of actual 
vowel measurements, and 1 shall be very glad 
to correspond with any one interested, 
i. Introduction : — Plan of investigation, 
ii. Historical. 

Early Dialects in America. 

Movements of Population, and their 

Effect on Pronunciation. 
Present Divisions according to Pronun- 
ciation, 
iii. Phonetic: — Vowel Sounds in American 
Pronunciation. 
Method of Eormation. 
Classification. 

Method of Representation used in the 
present work, 
iv. General Characteristics of American Pro- 
nunciation, 
v. Characteristics of some Particular Sections 

1. Northwest. 

2. New England (urban), 

3. New York, 

4. Philadelphia, 

5. Southern States, 

6. A Hill-country Dialect (Northwestern 
Connecticut). 

E. H. Babbitt, 

Secretary of the American Dialect Society. 
Columbia College. 

DIEZ MEMORIAL. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs: — The enthusiastic description in your 
April issue of the Diez memorial celebration 
at Columbia College seems to call for a 
response from this far Western slope. We 
could not gather many Romanic scholars 
about us, but we did celebrate the day, and 
we combined with it the celebration of the 



seventieth birthday of Karl Hildebrand, so 
famous in Germanic philology. The under- 
signed read a paper on ' Diez and the study of 
Romanic Philology ' ; Dr. Julius Goebel spoke 
on 'Hildebrand as a Teacher and a Scholar,' 
and Dr. Fliigel gave some personal reminis- 
cences of the ' Life and Work of Hildebrand.' 
Yours Truly, 

John E. Matzke. 
Leland Stanford Jr. University. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The ' Studien zur Litteraturgeschichte, Mich- 
ael Bernays gewidmet von Schiilern und 
Ereunden ' (Hamburg und Leipzig, Leopold 
Voss) is a volume of miscellaneous essays by 
a number of German literary historians of the 
Bernays school, remarkable for its variety of 
interest rather than for profoundness or origi- 
nality of investigation. Several of the articles 
seem decidedly out of place in a work intend- 
ed to honor a man who, although entirely 
lacking the historical insight of a Gervinus or 
the poetic intuition of a Hermann Grimm, 
ranks, undoubtedly, among the foremost living 
students of literature. What, for instance, is 
to be learned from such a fragmentary and 
gossipy talk as that indulged in by H. W. 
Singer in the opening article on ' Englische 
Urteile iiber die Dramen deutscher Klassiker'? 
What is there new or instructive in the 
superficial and pretentious discussion of H. 
Wolfiiin on the ' Herzensergiessungen eines 
kunstliebenden Klosterbruders ' ? What is the 
scientific gain of such sweeping generalization, 
as those offered by K. Borinski in his 'Die 
Ueberfithrung des Sinnes iiber den Vers- 
schluss und ihr Verbot in der neueren Zeit ' ? 
Fortunately, however, there are several 
articles which stand out from among the rest 
as true additions to our knowledge, thus im- 
parting to this volume something of a perma- 
nent value. Foremost among these seem to 
us E. Kuhnemann's ' Herder's letzter Kampf 
gegen Kant,' a searching, though, perhaps, 
not quite impartial criticism of the 'Metakritik' 
and ' Kalligone ' ; W. Goethe's ' Die Jungfrau 
mit den goldenen Haaren,' a most successful 
attempt to analyse the legendary material of 
the 'Gaungu Hrolfs Saga'; and above all, 
G. Witkowski's 'Goethe und Falconet,' a 
paper which throws a most welcome light on 
Goethe's youthful essay, ' Nach Falconet und 
iiber Falconet,' the title of which thus far ap- 
peared all the more puzzling as Falconet's 
name is not even mentioned in the essay itself. 
Witkowski shows, conclusively, that Goethe's 
article was a variation, as it were, upon a 
theme struck in Falconet's ' Observations sur 
la statue de Marc-Aurele (Amsterdam, 1771), 
a passage of which Goethe embodied ver- 
batim, but without reference to its source, in 
his essay. 
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